
Definition

■ Finishing is a controlled surface treat-

ment that is used to achieve the desired

visual appearance by removing surface

irregularities.

Benefits

■ Broad range of finishes provided from

matte to bright satin

■ Special effects achieved through

simple masking

■ Specified finishes easily reproducible

Questions to Ask

■ What surfaces are you finishing?

■ What type of metal?

■ What media have you used?

■ What results do you see with your

current media?

■ What surfaces are you trying to

achieve?

■ What type of equipment are you

using?

Example Answers

■ i.e. base metal

■ i.e. aluminum, brass, copper, steel

■ i.e. sand, alumina, garnet

■ i.e. finish too rough

■ i.e. NACE Specification, Target Ra

■ Suction Cabinet, or Direct Pressure

Finishing with Glass Beads
Surface Finishing Handbook

POTTERS IS A WORLD LEADER, WITH OVER 100 YEARS OF EXPERIENCE

IN MANUFACTURING GLASS BEADS.

POTTERS

ENVIRONMENTAL

COMMITMENT

Potters respects the environment by

the recycling of over one billion

pounds of glass each year. Potters

works closely with regulatory agen-

cies and responsible customers

around the world to ensure that we

provide glass beads that don’t harm

employees, contaminate water sup-

plies or land around roadways. We

have set our own strict standards

and voluntarily perform XRF analysis

and other quality control procedures

on incoming raw materials to ensure

our glass beads are safe and meet

heavy metals limitations.
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COARSER
Remove larger soils

Cleans slower, less  

impacts per pound

Higher surface Ra,

Brighter finish
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Other Considerations

■ Time to achieve the targeted

surface finsih?

■ What is the blasting distance

and angle?

■ What are your pressure limitations?

FINER
Remove finer soils

Cleans faster, more   

impacts per pound

Reaches fillets/keyways,

Matte finish

Direct Pressure, 80psi

Stainless Steel

Aluminum
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